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In response to the Restriction Requirement dated 26 
Applicant hereby elects the following Group, without traverse 



September: 



acid" as requested in 



2002, 
GROUP I. 



Applicant further elects the following "single nucleic 
the restriction requirement - SEQ ID NO. 20. 



REMARKS 

Claims 1-10 are pending in this application. As recited therein, the 
present invention relates generally to methods for the protection of plants against 
pathogenic fungi is achieved by the use of binucleate Rhizoctojm selected 
through the molecular detection of certain ITS ribosomal sequences, the 
protective strains suitably being members of a phylogenetically differentiated 
cluster. A new group of binucleate Rhizoctonia is thereby provided. ITS data, 
especially the ITS1 data, is employed to distinguish suitable isolates. 



„ ^Restriction^ one of the following inventions was rt 

02/03/2003 GTRRRFIEL 00000003 1S5?3? U WkSOT 

01 FCsi253 930. 
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Group I, claims 1-6 and 9, drawn to a method of protecting plants from 
fungal attack, 

Group n, claims 7-8 drawn to a Rhizoctonia strain and compositions 
thereof, 



Group III, claim 10 drawn to a primer. 

Applicant has elected Group I and reserves the right to file i 
applications directed to the non-elected Groups. 



om; or more divisional 



In response to the additional requirement that Applicant 
single nucleic acid, Applicant has elected the nucleic acid of S! 
claims which are readable on this nucleic acid include Claims 
particular, Claim 5. 



must elect a 
LQ ID NO 20. The 
1-6 and 9, and in 



amendments 



apprec ate 



call 



Should the Examiner wish to discuss any of the 
remarks made herein, the undersigned attorney would 
opportunity to do so. Thus the Examiner is hereby invited to 
undersigned, collect at the number shown below. 

FEB AUTHORIZATION 

Please charge all time extension fees due in connection 
our Deposit Account - No. 19-0733. 



with this filing to 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence was submitted 
by facsimile in the USPTO on the date shown below. 



and/ or 
the 
the 
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Respectfully submitted; 




Date: 17 January 2003 

Document No. 85121 



: V, Linek (29, 
Attorney for Applican 
BANNER & WTTCOFF, LTD 
28 State Street, 28th Floor 
Boston, MA 02109-ip75 
(617)227-7111 
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